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TAXES 


President Donald Trump signs sweeping tax reform legislation into law Friday in the Oval Office in 
Washington, D.C. Trump praised Republican leaders in Congress for all their work on the biggest tax 
overhaul in decades. CHIP SoMODEVILLA/ GETTY IMAGES 


Trump signs, lauds 
$1.5T tax overhaul 


President heads to 
Florida for holidays 
to celebrate win. 


By Laurie Kellman 
and Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump signed the $1.5 tril- 
lion tax overhaul into law Fri- 
day, using his last moments in 
the White House before flying 
to Florida for the holidays to 
celebrate a much-needed polit- 


ical win. 

He also signed a temporary 
spending bill to keep the gov- 
ernment running and provide 
money to upgrade the nation’s 
missile defenses. The tax cut, 
which fulfilled a long-held Repub- 
lican goal, was at the forefront 
of Trump's mind. 

Starting next year, the new 
law will give big cuts to corpo- 
ration and wealthy Americans 
and more modest reductions 
to other families. Trump con- 
tinued to pitch it as a win a for 
the middle class, insisting that 


even though polling indicates the 
tax cut is unpopular, “the num- 
bers will speak” for themselves. 
“I don’t think we are going to 
have to do much selling,” Trump 
told reporters in the Oval Office. 
The tax cut is the largest since 
1986, but far from the biggest in 
American history, as the presi- 
dent repeatedly claims. It also is 
projected to add to the nation’s 
debt, something that was anath- 
ema to Republicans for years. 
Passage of the tax bill marked a 


Trump continued on A7 


PACKAGE DELIVERIES 


‘Porch pirates’ replace Grinch 


Residents report 
thieves taking pa 
from front doors. 


By Christian Boone 
cboone@ajc.com 


There’s no doubt online pur- 
chasing has made the holidays a 
little less harried for Christmas 


shoppers. It’s also provided a gold 
mine for so-called “porch pirates” 
— opportunistic thieves who are 
cleaning up on everything from 
LED televisions to Burberry but- 
ton-downs. 

“We typically see an increase 
in package thefts during the 
holiday season due to the dra- 
matic increase in packages being 
shipped this time of years. Crim- 


inals also know this,” said officer 
D.T. Hannah of the Atlanta Police 
Department. 

Hannah said package thefts 
are treated as any other crime; 
an officer is dispatched and a 
report is written. 

Sometimes they get their sus- 
pect quickly. 


Pirates continued on A6 


POWER OUTAGE 


U.S. airports 
examine risk 
of blackouts 


Better preparation, 
passenger safety plans 
needed, officials say. 


By David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


Airports officials across the 
country say their electrical sys- 
tems are reliable despite prob- 
lems that led to an 11-hour black- 
outat Hartsfield-Jackson Interna- 
tional Airport in Atlanta. 

Aviation experts aren’t so sure. 
‘They say Atlanta’s massive black- 
out on Sunday showed airports 
are vulnerable to accidental or 
intentional failures of critical 
infrastructure. And the chaos that 


resulted here suggests an even 
more disturbing lack of prepa- 
ration for how to handle pas- 
senger safety after something 
goes wrong. 

“[ know every other airport is 
thinking about it right now,” said 
Sheldon Jacobson, an aviation 
security expert at the University 
of Illinois. “Hartsfield-Jackson has 
done a great service to our coun- 
try. Every airport is going to do 
aroot-cause analysis and ask, ‘if 
this happened, what would hap- 
pen here?” 

It probably didn’t feel like a 
public service to some 35,000 
people stranded when the lights 


Blackouts continued on A8 


PRISONS 


Does solitary 
confinement cause 
inmate suicides? 


Number of Georgia 
inmates killing 
themselves increases. 


ByRhonda Cook 
rcook@aje.com 


The number of Georgia inmates 
killing themselves has increased 
this year, surpassing the national 
average and leading some to ques- 
tion whether the rise is linked to 
the state’s increased use of solitary 
confinement in its prison system. 

Fourteen state prisoners killed 
themselves through Dec. 19; one 
was on death row and at least three 
were being held in strict isolation, 
according to documents compiled 
by The Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion. An additional prisoner being 
heldin an isolation unit was found 


hanging in his cell, but since he 
died in the hospital days later — 
and not in the prison itself — cor- 
rections officials did not include 
his death in the total they pro- 
vided to the AJC. 

In 2016, by comparison, nine 
inmates committed suicide for 
the entire year. 

In just one month - October - 
there were four suicides — Donnie 
Hulett on death row at the Geor- 
gia Diagnostic and Classification 
Prison on Oct. 1; Milton Jones at 
Valdosta State Prison on Oct. 3; 
and Demitri Carter at Phillips State 
Prison and James Wheeler at Wil- 
cox State Prison, both on Oct. 29. 
Earlier this month, Caleb Mitchell 
hung himself in his isolation cell 
at Valdosta State Prison. 


Inmates continued on A6 


AVIATION 


Delta’s 747 retirement marks end of glamorous era 


Jumbo jet makes way 
for planes that cost 
less to fuel, maintain. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


For 47 years, the hump-backed 
Boeing 747 jumbo jet has capti- 
vated skyward gazes, wowed pas- 
sengers with its spacious cabin 
and luxurious upper deck — and 
changed the way the world travels. 

Yet for U.S. passenger airlines, 
the massive plane known as The 
Whale no longer fits the mission 
andis being retired from the fleet. 
Delta Air Lines is operating its 
final 747 flights as 2017 draws to a 
close, marking the end of an era. 

The 747 has become less suit- 


able compared with newer large 
jets, due to improvements in fuel 
efficiency and amore global econ- 
omy where travelers need to get 
to agreater array of international 
cities more frequently. 

That means the decades-old 
model of gathering up 400 peo- 
ple into a jet and flying them 
to a hub in Tokyo doesn’t work 
as well. More cities around the 
world, particularly in China, have 
developed into business capi- 
tals. Today, travelers want to go 
directly from Seattle to Beijing, 
or Detroit to Seoul, or Atlanta to 
Shanghai. 

But for travelers, pilots and oth- 
ers who remember the amaze- 
ment they felt when they first saw 


747s continued onAS 
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Andrew Serrano, Delta flight attendant, stands in an engine of a 
Delta 747 during a 747 hangar party Tuesday night at Delta TechOps. 
The Atlanta-based airline flew the 747 jumbo jet from Seoul to 


Detroit for its final commercial flight. #yOSUS SHIN /HSHIN@AIC.COM 


W 


METRO, B1 
Peachwilldrop from 
Flatiron Building 


V-103's Ryan Cameron will emcee 
the event and Mayor Kasim Reed 
will help ring in 2018. 


SPORTS, C1 
Broadcasting loses 
sports legend Enberg 


Through six decades, Dick Enberg 
summed upthe bigmoments with 
two simple words:“Oh my!” 
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